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UNCONFIRMED Minutes of the
Medical Student Liaison Committee Meeting 

Held on 20th November 2009 at 11 am in the Web Johnson Hall
	Present: 
	

	Mr Ian McDermott
	Chair

	Mr Andrew Raftery
	Deputy Chair

	Mr James Chambers 
	Warwick Medical School

	Mr Ted Miln 
	Bristol Medical School

	Mr Joseph Ward 
	Birmingham Medical School

	Ms Anna Price 
	Keele Medical School

	Mr Brian Murphy 
	Queen’s University Belfast Medical School

	Mr Matthew Cole 
	

	Ms Nadia 
	Cardiff Medical School 

	Mr Naveed Hossain 
	Leeds Medical School

	Mr Harminder Gill
	Oxford Medical School 

	Mr Craig Stewart 
	Nottingham Medical School 

	Mr Aziz Haque 
	Leicester Medical School 

	Mr Andrew Hoey 
	King’s College London Medical School 

	Mr Jayan George 
	Peninsula Medical School 

	Mr Michael White 
	Southampton Medical School 

	Mr Martyn Stott 
	Newcastle Medical School 

	Mr Oliver Boughton 
	St Georges Medical School

	Mr Hitesh Tailor 
	Royal Free and UCL Medical School 

	Ms Claire Spolton-Dean 
	Hull – York Medical School 

	Ms Dee Chitale 
	UEA Medical School

	Mr Joseph Goerge 
	Imperial Medical School

	Mr David Hogg 
	Liverpool Medical School 

	Mr Thomas Kelley 

Ms Rexanna Malakun
	Manchester Medical School 

Sheffield Medical School 

	Ms Karin Purshouse 
	BMA representative (MSLC)

	Mr Naveed Hossain 
	BMA representative (MSLC)

	Ms Jessica Johnston 
	ASIT Student Representative 

	Mr Lee Breakwell 
	Consultant Member

	Ms Beryl de Souza 
	OiS Committee 

	Ms Carina Phillips 
	RCS Museums 

	Mr Eric Howerd 
	RCS Libraries 

	Attending: 
	

	Professor Susan Standring 
	

	Ms Michelle Tipping 
	

	Ms Sophie Philips 
	

	Mr Rory McCloy 
	

	Miss Jane Roberts 
	Opportunities in Surgery 

	Ms Clare Wynn- Mackenzie 
	Opportunities in Surgery, Secretary 


1. Welcome

Mr McDermott opened the meeting and welcomed those present to the committee. Mr McDermott welcomed Mr Breakwell to the committee and noted that he had been appointed in March as the new consultant member of the committee. Mr McDermott suggested that student members contact Mr Breakwell for assistance with events run in the North of England. 
Apologies were received from: 

James Powles – OiS Committee 

Ben Powell – Brighton

Bryony Lovett 
2. Minutes from last meeting

The minutes of the meeting that took place on 6th March 2009 were agreed as a true record. 
3. Matters Arising
a. To review actions arising from the last meeting 

The actions from the last meeting were reviewed and the following point was noted: 

· Item 5: The Senior Fellows society has responded to Mr McDermott’s letter, providing a list of members who are willing to assist with student events. This can be obtained from Ms Wynn-Mackenzie 

b. Guidelines on anatomy and basic science teaching 

Mr McDermott reminded the committee of their previous discussions regarding the problems of adequate anatomy and basic science teaching in medical schools. Professor Standring assured the committee that the GMC and medical schools are aware of the issue, and that there is no need for further surveys and questionnaires to identify and evidence this. She noted that an Anatomy Syllabus has been included in the new edition of “Tomorrow’s Doctors” and the students can use this to support their requests for more SSMs and teaching in Anatomy and basic Science. 

Discussion ensued regarding possible future courses of action. Professor Standring noted that she is working with the Anatomy Society of Great Britain and Ireland, the GMC, the College and the Medical Schools Council to address this. Professor Standring noted that she has raised the cost of College courses as she is aware that these are often prohibitively expensive for medical students. It was also noted that the RSM runs such courses free. It was agreed that the Committee should write to the Council regarding this. 

Action: Mr McDermott to write to the President and the College Council regarding the cost of College anatomy and basic science courses, including the cost of hiring facilities in the building. 

Mr McDermott commented that it can be difficult for medical students to approach deans of medical schools regarding this and offered to support any members of the committee who wished to do this. 

Mr McDermott asked Professor Standring if any progress had been made regarding discussion from the previous meeting in which the idea of a voluntary exam assessing anatomy and basic science knowledge was raised. A conference may be held later in the year looking at injuries that arise from a lack of basic science knowledge and that this event may lead to further action, including such a qualification, though it remains unclear who would accredit such an exam. The committee felt that the possibility of such an exam would be beneficial to students. It was noted that the Royal College of Ophthalmologists offer a similar exam for aspiring Ophthalmologists. 

Action: Mr McDermott to write to the Presidents of the College and the ASGBI requesting that they consider a voluntary examination assessing students’ knowledge of basic science and anatomy. 

Mr McDermott offered Professor Standring the committee’s full support in her work to improve the provision of basic science and anatomy teaching. 

Mr Raftery commented that students often find it difficult to comment on the content of their courses. He further noted that many final year students are given evaluation questionnaires about their course. He suggested that they use this opportunity to comment on the lack of basic science teaching. 
4. Student Basic Surgical Skills Course
 Mr McCloy introduced himself as the College’s Basic Surgical Skills (BSS) development tutor and reported that he has been developing a Student BSS course. He provided the committee with a draft programme for a day course and showed highlights from the Student BSS DVD that features chapters including gowning and gloving, knot tying and handling instruments. He noted that it is envisaged that the courseware will comprise a DVD and a handbook that would be available to students. It is also hoped that some practical courses will be run at the College for students. It is hoped that the courseware will be available from the first quarter of 2010. The cost is still being considered but it is assumed that it will be a cheap as possible, and preferably free to students. 

Mr McDermott raised the question of certification and whether people who complete the course alone would be certified. It was thought that certification would be restricted to people who attend courses accredited by the College. It is hoped that such courses could be widely delivered, but measures to ensure quality would have to be in place. 

Ms de Souza commented that she thought that medical students should not be the ones to pay for these courses and that medical schools should be responsible for this. There was further discussion about methods disseminating this course. It was noted that practically, this might be easier through surgical societies than through medical schools. 

It is hoped that the courseware will be available to the MSLC for comment within the next three months. Mr McDermott offered the services of the committee for help with developing and disseminating this course. 

5. Student Membership of the College

Ms Wynn-Mackenzie drew the committee’s attention to attachment D and reported that the College is considering broadening the range of the affiliate scheme to include students. The committee were asked to consider what benefits would be appreciated by them and their colleagues, and whether a cost should be attached to membership. Mr McDermott asked the committee to discuss this via the list server. 

Action: All to use the MSLC list server to discuss options for student affiliate membership of the College
6. Committee Conduct

Mr McDermott reminded members about undertaking work or publishing anything in the name of the MSLC. He noted that anything that is to be published in the name of the committee should be checked with Ms Wynn-Mackenzie in the first instance. 
Surgical societies may highlight that they are a member of the College’s MSLC if they wish, and may use the College logo as long as the College’s guidelines are followed. 
7. Careers Events for Medical Students 

Ms Tipping gave the committee a presentation on her colleagues’ and her plans to provide “surgery roadshows” encouraging early years medical students to consider careers in surgery. The committee agreed that such roadshows would be useful for students in their early years, and would reach students who have dismissed surgery early on, possibly without full consideration. Discussion ensued regarding how these roadshows could be delivered and what they should entail. The committee agreed that they would be willing to assist in this. 

Action: Ms Tipping to forward her presentation to Ms Wynn-Mackenzie and Ms Wynn-Mackenzie to disseminate to the committee. Ms Wynn-Mackenzie to forward Ms Tipping’s contact details to the committee for further discussion

8. Careers in Hand Surgery 

Ms Philips introduced herself as a consultant hand surgeon and as a representative of the British Society of Surgery of the Hand’s Education Committee. She explained that Hand Surgery is an interesting specialty as it can be entered via both Plastic Surgery and Orthopaedic surgery. Ms Philips offered the support of the association for student events, careers fairs etc; she can be contacted via Ms Wynn-Mackenzie. Ms Philips also noted that the Association provide some bursaries to students and agreed to forward the details of these to the committee. 
Action: Ms Wynn-Mackenzie to forward the details of bursaries from the British Society of Surgery of the Hand to the committee 

9. UK Electives
Ms de Souza gave the committee a presentation on the costs associated with medical student electives and outlining possibilities to undertake electives in this country. Mr McDermott noted that this was a very useful presentation and thought that it should be filmed for the College careers website. Ms Wynn-Mackenzie confirmed that this would probably be possible in the next financial year. 
Action: Ms Wynn-Mackenzie to arrange for Ms de Souza’s presentation on student finances and UK electives to be made available on the College website. 

10.  ASIT and Medical Students

Ms Johnston introduced herself as the new student representative to the Association of Students in Training. She explained that ASIT would like to raise its profile with medical students and to have a representative in every medical school. She summarised ASIT’s recent work and encouraged the committee to visit the ASIT website and to nominate representatives from their university, if they have not already done so. Mr McDermott commended ASIT to the committee and encouraged them to become involved. 

11. Progress Updates
The committee received Attachment E outlining each society’s progress and activities over the last 6 months. There was some discussion over the kinds of activities that societies had found useful. 
Action: Ms Wynn-Mackenzie to publish progress updates to the website.
12.  Any Other Business 
a. Website and Facebook 

The careers section of the College website has been completely redesigned and re-written. The committee were asked to draw this to the attention of their surgical society members. The College has also established two Facebook pages (“Careers in Surgery at The Royal College of Surgeons of England” and “Women in Surgery”). The committee were also asked to draw these to the attention of their surgical society members.

Action: All to forward the College website http://surgicalcareers.rcseng.ac.uk to their society members and to highlight the College’s Facebook pages. 

Mr Miln of Bristol announced that he has established a Facebook group for surgical societies: the British Association of University Surgical Societies (BAUSS). He encouraged the committee to join. 

b. Bulk buying Sutures
Mr Miln of Bristol suggested that members of the committee combine to purchase large quantities of surgical equipment that is needed for teaching suturing etc. He suggested that any members who are interested should contact him at president-scrubs@bristol.ac.uk 

13. Dates of Future meetings 
The next meetings will be held on: 

a. 5th March 2010
b. October 2010 – TBC 
c. 4th March 2011
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